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account that in twelve hours travelling we proceed on our
way about 20 English miles, and having travelled 327 hours
the amount of distance will be as aforesaid 545 miles1.
The pretensions before mentioned of the Arabs relating
to our baggage we at last complied with, not only to avoid
troubling the Government with trifles and most likely to no
purpose, but also in attention to their plea of having made
it their constant study throughout the journey to merit our
favour; that [we] were answerable for the desart duties upon
every freighted camel without regard to the quality of the
load, and that finally we were witnesses how very hard what
came to them was earned; and so we paid fifty odd dollars,
besides some presents, which rendered them entirely satisfied
and thankful. -And having here particularly enquired con-
cerning this matter, was informed by some that the demand
had been contrary to custom, which exempted whatever was
not merchandize from the common fees, and that only a small
present was usual; but others declared the contrary and that
the Arabs had rather been favourable in their demands than
otherwise. However any dispute of this sort may easily be
excused by adjusting the affair before the journey, I mean
such who have many loads to transport; for as to a mean
traveller, the difference can hardly ever be worth disputing,
and as it is certain the Arabs are far from exorbitant in their
demands or difficult to satisfy, it seems becoming every
traveller, as well in gratitude for his own treatment as
attention to the welfare of those that follow, to render by
ample gratification the hospitable behaviour of the Arabs
to strangers as agreeable to their interest as their duty.
We found no English vessels here or any other but a
Dutch ship from Batavia, nor have the caravans such regard
to the seasons of shipping as I imagined, being here informed
their setting out is far from depending upon the will of the
merchants, but entirely upon the pleasure of the Bashaw of
Bagdat and the agreement of the principal tribes of Arabs;
who having adjusted the desart fees and the number of their
1 Beawes underestimated the distance; it is actually about 780 miles
by his route between Aleppo and Basra.
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